
  Date: ________________                                       


Dear _________________
 

My name is _________________. I am a member of the Deaf community and as you may be aware, every year in September Deaf people all over the world celebrate International Week of Deaf People.  

The International Week of Deaf People, led by the World Federation of the Deaf (WFD), is celebrated through various activities by Deaf Communities worldwide. These activities and events welcome the participation of all members of Deaf communities, which include families of Deaf people, professional and accredited sign language interpreters, peers, as well as the involvement of various stakeholders such as national governments, national and international human rights organisations, and Organisations of Persons with Disabilities. 

This year, International Week of Deaf People runs from the 22nd - 28th September 2025 and the theme is ‘No Human Rights Without Sign Language Rights’
To celebrate the International Day of Sign Languages 2025, the WFD is holding a Global Leaders Challenge which aims to promote the use of sign languages by local, national, and global leaders in partnership with national associations of Deaf people in each country, as well as other Deaf-led organisations. 
The Irish Deaf Society has asked members of the Deaf community to contact members of our Government to partake in this challenge and I am emailing you to ask you to be involved! All you have to do is make a video signing ‘No Human Rights Without Sign Language Rights’. Videos should be published on 23 September 2025 on your own social media with the hashtags #IWDP25 and #GlobalLeadersChallenge tagging @Wfdeaf and @IrishDeafSoc.

Attached, you will see a video from the Irish Deaf Society signing ‘No Human Rights Without Sign Language Rights’ twice. The first time at a normal pace and the second time it is signed in slow motion to help you see how the signs are made. Also, see information below from WFD about this event.

If you want to know more about International Week of Deaf People or are interesting in learning more about the Irish Deaf Society, you can contact them via email at info@irishdeafsociety.ie or by calling 01 8601878. 
 
Kind Regards, 




_______________________





Concept Note
Global Leaders Challenge
 
On this 2024 edition of the International Day of Sign Languages, the world will sign up for the sign
language rights. Deaf communities, governments, and civil society organisations continue their
collective efforts - hand in hand - to foster, promote and recognise national sign languages as part of
their countries’ vibrant and diverse linguistic landscapes.


 
Sign Up for Sign Language Rights
 
This celebration arises from Resolution A/RES/72/161 of the United Nations adopted in 2017, which
recognizes the 23rd of September as the International Day of Sign Languages.
Following the successes of the Global Leader Challenges for three years, the WFD is proud to
announce its continuation to be achieved during the upcoming International Day of Sign Languages,
on 23 September 2024. This challenge aims to promote the use of national sign languages by
national and global leaders in partnership with their national associations of deaf people.
Your country leaders - might they be Prime Ministers, Presidents, other government officials, members
of parliaments, or members of city council - should sign in your national sign language “A World
Where Deaf People Everywhere Can Sign Anywhere!”
The Global Leaders Challenge is an opportunity for national associations of deaf people to establish
and maintain sustainable collaborations with their national leaders through the use of their national
sign languages.
 
 
Technical modalities

WFD encourages national associations of deaf people to contact their leaders to invite them to join
this challenge. WFD recommends that the associations support their leaders in the execution of this
challenge by giving an example of the theme “Sign up for the Sign Language Rights” in national sign
language.
The videos should be published on social media with the hashtags #IDSL and
#GlobalLeadersChallenge tagging @Wfdeaf.
